April 29, 2009

Madam Speaker, in honor of National Do-
nate Life Month, | urge my colleagues, my
constituents and my fellow Americans to reg-
ister as organ and tissue donors.

ALEXANDRA LOGAN
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
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Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Alexandra
Logan who has received the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Alexandra Logan is a senior at Wheat Ridge
High School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Alexandra
Logan is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Alexandra Logan for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication she has shown in her
academic career to her future accomplish-
ments.

——————
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Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H.R. 1913, the
Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Preven-
tion Act of 2009. | would like to thank Chair-
man CONYERsS of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee for his leadership in bringing this timely
legislation to the floor. H.R. 1913 will provide
assistance to state and local law enforcement
and amend federal law to streamline the in-
vestigation and prosecution of hate crimes.
The key element of the bill is its expansion of
federal jurisdiction to cover crimes motivated
by bias against a victim’s perceived sexual ori-
entation, gender, gender identity or disability.
This legislation would make tremendous
strides in garnering the civil and human rights
of all Americans. Its passage would secure the
equal protection of all Americans under the
law. It is a landmark and long overdue piece
of legislation.

This is an important bill and | have intro-
duced similar legislation in this and prior Con-
gresses. While | support this bill and urge my
colleagues to support this bill | am dis-
appointed that the bill did not include my
amendment which | offered last Congress.

MY AMENDMENT LANGUAGE IN H.R. 1592

Last Congress, | offered an amendment to
H.R. 1592, the legislation that was introduced
last term. My amendment was accepted by
unanimous consent by the members of the Ju-
diciary Committee. Specifically, my amend-
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ment required “the United States Sentencing
Commission shall study the issue of adult re-
cruitment of juveniles to commit hate crimes
and shall report such findings back to the
Congress within 180 days.” If this language
was included in the present bill, it would only
serve to strengthen it and make it better. The
amendment language was intended to gather
information on adults that solicit and use youth
in the commission of hate crimes. This issue
arises with respect to hate groups such as the
Skinheads, Neo-Nazis, KKK, and other similar
type groups.

H.R. 1913 is legislation aimed at combating
hate crimes. Because the bill addresses hate
crimes, it is necessary to define the criminal
actions that constitute a hate crime in the first
instance. The definition is straightforward.
Hate crimes involve the purposeful selection of
victims for violence and intimidation based
upon their perceived attributes. Such targeting
for violence removes these actions from the
protected area of free expression of belief and
speech as enshrined in the First Amendment
to the United States Constitution. The crimes
are investigated and prosecuted at both the
Federal and State and local level, depending
upon the facts of the case and the needs of
the investigation.

For those individuals that will ask why this
law is necessary, let me remind of a few inci-
dents that have occurred in recent memory
that demonstrate that this bill is indeed nec-
essary.

Texas’ violent history dates to the late 19th
century when it was among the South’s most
lynch-prone states. At least 355 people, most
of them blacks, died in Texas mob violence
between 1889 and 1918.

Laws outlawing mob and less lethal hate
crimes have since been passed, but incidents
with possible racial components have contin-
ued to occur—even in Jasper, a city with a
black mayor and a population that is 45 per-
cent African-American.

In Texas, Austin came in fourth among cit-
ies in the number of hate crimes reported in
2006, according to a FBI compilation that can-
vassed agencies representing 85 percent of
the nation’s population. Documented are 7,722
criminal incidents involving 9,080 offenses re-
sulting from bias against race, religion, sexual
orientation, ethnicity/national origin, or physical
or mental disability. Of 5,449 “crimes against
persons”, intimidation accounted for 46 per-
cent of hate crimes, simple assault 32 percent,
and aggravated assault 21.6 percent. Three
murders and six rapes were reported. The re-
port lists offenders as 58.6 percent white, 20.6
percent black, 12.9 percent race unknown,
and the rest as other races.

JAMES BYRD

Let me remind you of James Byrd. On June
7, 1998, Byrd, 49, accepted a ride from three
men named Shawn Allen Berry, Lawrence
Russell Brewer, and John William King. He
had already known one of them. Instead of
taking him home, the three men beat Byrd be-
hind a convenience store, chained him by the
ankles to their pickup truck, stripped the man
naked, and dragged him for three miles. Al-
though Lawrence Russell Brewer said that
Byrd’s throat had been slashed before he was
dragged, forensic evidence suggests that Byrd
had been attempting to keep his head up, and
an autopsy suggested that Byrd was alive for
much of the dragging and died after his right
arm and head were severed when his body hit
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a culvert. His body had caught a sewage drain
on the side of the road resulting in Byrd’s de-
capitation.

King, Berry, and Brewer dumped their vic-
tim’s mutilated remains in the town’s black
cemetery, and then went to a barbecue. A
wrench inscribed with “Berry” was found with-
in the area along with a lighter that had “Pos-
sum” written on it, which was King’s prison
nickname.

The next morning, Byrd's limbs were scat-
tered across a very little-used road. The police
found 75 places littered with Byrd’s remains.
State law enforcement officials along with Jas-
per's District Attorney Guy James Gray and
Assistant Pat Hardy determined that since
King and Brewer were well-known white su-
premacists, the murder was a hate crime, and
decided to bring in the FBI less than 24 hours
after the discovery of Byrd’s remains. One of
Byrd’s murderers, John King, had a tattoo de-
picting a black man hanging from a tree, and
other tattoos such as Nazi symbols, the words
“Aryan Pride,” and the patch for the Confed-
erate Knights of America, a gang of white su-
premacist inmates. In a jailhouse letter to
Brewer which was intercepted by jail officials,
King expressed pride in the crime and said he
realized he might have to die for committing it.
“Regardless of the outcome of this, we have
made history. Death before dishonor. Sieg
Heil!”, King wrote.

An officer investigating the case also testi-
fied that witnesses said King referenced The
Turner Diaries after beating Byrd.

Brewer and King were sentenced to death.
Berry received life in prison.

THE PERPETRATORS

John King—accused of beating Byrd with a
bat and then dragging him behind a truck until
he died. King had previously claimed to have
been gang-raped in prison by black prisoners
and, although he had no previous record of
racism, had joined a white-supremacist prison
gang, allegedly for self-protection. The testi-
mony phase of his trial started in Jasper,
Texas on February 16, 1999. He was found
guilty of kidnapping and murder on February
23 and was sentenced to death on February
25.

Lawrence Russell Brewer—another white
supremacist convicted of murdering Byrd.
Prior to the Byrd murder, Brewer had served
a prison sentence for drug possession and
burglary, and he was paroled in 1991. After
violating the parole in 1994, he was sent back
to prison. According to his court testimony, he
joined a white supremacist gang with King in
order to safeguard himself from other pris-
oners. A state psychiatrist testified that Brewer
did not appear repentant for his crimes. In the
end, Brewer was also sentenced to death.

Shawn Allen Berry—The driver of the truck,
Berry was the most difficult to convict of the
three defendants because there was a lack of
evidence to suggest that he himself was a rac-
ist. He had also claimed that his two compan-
ions were entirely responsible for the crime.
Brewer testified that it was Berry who cut
Byrd’s throat before he was tied to the truck,
but the jury decided that there was little evi-
dence to indicate this. As a result, Berry was
spared the death penalty and given a life sen-
tence in prison.

MATTHEW SHEPARD

Matthew Wayne Shepard was a student at
the University of Wyoming who was tortured
and subsequently murdered near Laramie,
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